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A WORD FROM THE FOUNDER!
Hello, my name is Graeme Rushton and I am the owner/Founder of
Unearthed UK LTD.
I Have been a detectorist for over 40 years and in that time I’ve managed to
gain considerable knowledge surrounding the Hobby which has mainly come
from spending thousands of hours out in the fields and beaches and
research whilst at home. In this time period I have used a variety of different
detectors, some good, some bad and some a little different!
I have been fortunate enough to find some really outstanding coins and artefacts over the years and this has
been off the back of detecting in many different counties on most weekends, rain, hail or shine. I run a small,
slightly crazy detecting club here in Cumbria named the “Furness Finders” and have some really good people
helping to make it what it is. I am currently writing my first book which is due to be published in the middle of
2021.
I have also been lucky enough to feature on television as a detectorist, notably on “Friday on the farm” a
channel 5 production which will be aired late in October 2020, a slightly bigger project with ITV has now been
completed and is due to be aired sometime in November 2020!
I have featured on many BBC radio interviews; all have been “live on air”
discussing important discoveries locally, a voice for detectorists when we
get a little bit of bad press due to a small minority of idiots!
I also have a very active you-tube channel named “Unearthed UK which
I enjoy as it gives me the chance to offer advice and guidance to people that
are new to the hobby, also the opportunity to offer some seasoned advice to
those that may get a little lost along the way!
Running Unearthed takes a lot of time and effort so in my very limited spare
time I have a small flock of sheep that myself and Melanie manage to the
best of our abilities, living in Cumbria you have to have sheep! They are a really good way of focusing my mind
away from work, even if it’s just for an hour or two! Sea Fishing also is a hobby I like to do when the fields
aren’t available to detect, even though I don’t catch much!
I have two sons who help out with dog walking duties whilst I am away detecting and I am trying my hardest to
get them both involved in the hobby, even if it’s just coming out for a few hours to see if they enjoy it!
My values have always been this, treat everything in life as an adventure, it’s much easier to deal with when
you have this mentality, every single thing I do in business and private life is treated this way and it helps so
much, each and every detecting trip away or near home is an adventure and I absolutely love it!
I get the same buzz when I uncover history as I did way back when I was a child, it will never, ever leave me.
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A word from the editor

THE MAGAZINE BY DETECTORISTS FOR DETECTORISTS

Hello everyone
Firstly we would like to say thank you to you for being the first
readership of Unearthed UK Ltd's online magazine. Your support is
really appreciated and we hope you enjoy the first edition!
My name is Ruth Wilkinson and I am the owner of The Consult
Centre based in Morecambe. I have to say we were honoured to
get the call from Graeme with the famous words "I think I have an
idea!" We were on board before he had finished explaining!

We plan to release this magazine by-monthly, and hope to see many more editions in the future. You all play an
important part in the future of the magazine, you see Graeme was very clear on his vision, " I want to create a
magazine, a real magazine, one that represents our hobby, not one full of adverts and buy this buy that! So, we
hope that is what we have done for you all, with Graeme's expert guidance, and all of your, frankly, incredible
submissions, we hope to have produced a publication that feels like it represents you all. We will promise to
create and fine tune as we go. So please do give us your feedback!
Enjoy reading !

Ruth
If you would like to submit an article, find, photo or news, then we would love to hear from you. Click here to submit!
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We are all searching for the same thing...
Contribution by DALE J GOWING
Have you ever stopped and taken a minute to ask yourself
why you are a detectorist? I am sure there will be some
exceptions to the norm, but I am sure many of you will agree
that we don’t go out in all weathers just because we love
history! Neither do we do it for the sole purpose of finding
one or our bucket listers, hitting a hoard, some may even
say rather controversially to find coins and artefacts to sell
on and make some money. We don’t do it just to keep fit
and active, or for mental health reasons, to get away from
everyday life or walk away from a heated argument with our
better halves.

The hammered coin tends to pop out when
you least expect it and here is a short story
from one of my experiences recently…

"If you are one of the people reading this who are yet to find a hammered coin then hopefully I can propel you to
keep that search going for the ecstasy you will feel when it happens to you, and it will! "
Sure, some of the above mentioned will feature
somewhere in all your answer to why you are a detectorist,
but the true answer is somewhat much simpler.
I mean what makes you happy when you are out in the
field at the end of the day, either wet through and cold or
boiling hot and filthy. Your body aches, you know you must
load the car, unload the car, clean your gear when you get
home but what makes that all worthwhile?
No? Well I will tell you... it is indeed having that one
find that all detectorists seek and no one is disappointed
with when they find it. It’s that find that you can post on
social media and say look what I found as if you are
seeking acknowledgement for being a true detectorist. It
is that common enough find that fills you with joy when
you find it but can be elusive enough to create that sense
of achievement. It’s that find that most of the
time when it pops up you can identify and every now and
again it comes out in mint condition. It’s a find that can
tell a story, it’s a find that can be mega rare but most of
the time very common.
Yes, you have guessed it, the one thing that most of us are
chasing is that small piece of scrap silver, the opium to a
detectorists pain, the magnificent Hammered Coin! They
come in all shapes and sizes, round, square, thick, thin,
gold, silver, sometimes even pierced or mounted for
jewellery.
I have written this article because I know 90% of you will
relate to it.

It was a Sunday; I tend to do most of my detecting on
a Sunday and this day started off as it usually does. I
pulled up at my location, finished my coffee and
scrolled through social media. I like to see if other
detectorists are out and about early on social media
and every now and again a post of a nice find is on
there which inspires me for the day. On this
particular day however all I could see was detectorist
posting pictures of how sunny the weather was! I
was a bit confused as where I was it was constant
rain; it had been raining for 5 days solid and was still
pouring outside of the car, but I didn’t mind. In fact,
the reason I chose the location I was in is
because although the land is productive it is usually
rock-hard pasture with lots of stones and gravel
making digging hard at the best of times.
I got out of the car changed into my wet gear, set up
the detector on my favoured settings that I had
stumbled on the week before when
trying to deal with electrical cables that were
interfering with my Equinox. My full settings are
posted on social media but to cut a long story short I
was running in 40Khz!
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cont'd...
Off I went detecting, first signal was a bit of lead but as
I suspected the ground was a lot softer and I felt excited
for the day! I then spent an hour on one section of the field
where I had previously dug hammered coins picking up a
bit more lead and a few buttons until I got a stonking
signal in my ears. I dug the plug to find a large lead weight
probably Roman or most certainly medieval/ Tudor. At that
point I turned round and a flock of sheep had crept up on
me, all 50-70 of them looking for food no doubt.
If I am honest most of the day carried on much the same
as this, the rain didn’t stop, I was getting colder and very
wet, picking up the usual lead, buttons, bullets, musket
On this occasion however it was different, there staring
balls so it was pretty average.
back at me was the find to make my day. I looked down
and I could see the reverse side of a big chunky silver
hammered groat! Immediately from the reverse I could see
"I don’t mind telling you that when I am out in a field all that it was in near mint condition, so I picked it up and the
on my own I will talk out loud to myself and when I was mud was stuck to the bust side, perfect I thought. I
at my wettest on this day I bellowed out “keep going,
remember thinking this could be in good condition as it
you will be rewarded”.
looked like it had been protected by the earth. I proceeded
to slide the dirt off the coin and just as I suspected there it
It was getting towards the time of day and it usually
was. An absolute beauty of a groat, Edward III looking
varies when I get to the point where I have nearly had
straight back at me after 700 years in the ground. Naturally
enough. I always make a point at this stage to take a
I searched the immediate area for another 30 minutes to
long walk swinging the detector into a fairly new area
see if there were more but no such luck on this occasion.
of the land I am on. I did this and headed over to an
Now as the purpose of this article was centred around
area where I had only really had modern aluminium
hammered coins in general not specifically this find, I used
and cupboard fittings etc before. However, I did
the example to demonstrate how a fairly average day in the
notice a load of mole hills in a perfect circle here so I
wet and cold paid off when I made the hammered coin find.
headed in that direction digging. Rather amusingly I
It made the day worthwhile and the added bonus was the
thought to myself maybe there was a roundhouse
condition it was in, but even if it was just an average
there once and the moles are banging there heads on
hammered coin it would
the foundations and coming up for air. I had lots of
have changed my whole experience on that day as it does
heavy signals in this area which turned out to be
for thousands of us each and every week around the UK.
junk.
Now I am not saying a roman coin or a
It got to the stage where I wasn’t really paying much
brooch, even an axe head would not give you the same
attention and was just digging holes in a robotic
feeling. But the humble hammered coin is a staple of the
fashion.
detectorists DNA so put in that extra hour
I got yet another signal no different to all the
when you are tired, try a less appealing section of your
aluminium which rang up high numbers on my
land, dig a few iffy signals. I have had hammered coins by
detector so as described previously I dug the plug
doing all these things and sometimes, not every time it
not holding any hope whatsoever and flipped it over.
pays off and changes your day…
Never forget the significance of a hammered coin in the
world of the detectorist!
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Did you know that Unearthed has it's very own YouTube Channel?

Unearthed exclusive! Saxon gold mancus
found by a good friend recently, give it a
watch and enjoy as I doubt very much that
we will see another coin like this, ever!
Such a special discovery deserves to be
showcased we think, also feel free to share it
far and wide if you can!

Introducing the new Nokta midi hoard metal
detector! And what a machine this is!
Dynamite in a small package is one word to
describe it, just take a look at its features
and its performance! Nothing on the market
will touch or can touch it, hit every target in
its path with ease and so interactive and
easy to use, please enjoy this film and leave
a comment or two if possible, as they are
always welcome here at Unearthed uk!

Graeme Rushton, Founder & Owner of Unearthed UK is also a full time detectorist of 30 plus years, He will be
sharing hints tips and live field videos on this channel. The Only full-time detectorist that sells detectors to
detectorists in the UK.
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It wasn’t until some days later...
Contribution by

NICK PANE

I’ve been detecting on and off for best part of 40 years, I always
had a keen interest in history and was fascinated by
archaeology and the thought of uncovering something unseen
for hundreds or thousands of years. Detecting was the obvious
hobby for me and after dad bought me a BFO detector I was
hooked, marvelling at horseshoes and pre-decimal pennies.
Anyway, fast forward 40 years and i was detecting a large field
I’d been in many times. The area has a lot of history but finds
were sporadic and fairly uninteresting. An really nice Sestertius
lifted my spirits and persuaded me to give it another hour or so.
I have to be honest and say, when I saw the glint of gold I had
no idea what it was or if it was gold even. Covered in dirt and
pretty battered my first thoughts were aluminium foil, anyway it
went into the finds pouch and a pocket I use for ‘possibly of
interest’ to be looked at later. Nothing much else showed up so
I headed home..

It wasn’t until some days later that I remembered the bit of gold coloured aluminium foil, but even after a wash I
wasn’t convinced it had any age to it..
It wasn’t until some days later that I remembered the bit of gold coloured aluminium foil, but even after a wash I
wasn’t convinced it had any age to it......so it was consigned to the windowsill for study later.
Now, I am a member of a couple of great groups on Facebook, so , fully expecting to be ridiculed, I posted
pictures and eagerly awaited some constructive criticism. What I got however was far from criticism but an ID
that truly astonished me. It turned out that what I had found was in fact gold, very pure gold and 4500 years old.
My original ID has since been verified by Kurt Adams, Gloucestershire’s FLO as a Copper Age (Chalcolithic) gold
'basket ornament', possibly a hair ornament or earring.
A description from a very similar one on the database:
This class of object belongs to the earliest phases of metallurgy in Britain. These are usually associated with
burials and a very rare, dating to the earliest phase of the Bronze Age, c. 2400-2200 BC. Such objects are
variously referred to as 'basket ornaments' or 'basket earrings', or 'hair rings'. They are in any case personal
ornaments, and have been found in pairs in graves dating to the early Beaker period. Whether worn on hair, ears
or items of costume, they were rolled into a basket shape in use.
Fascinating stuff, and I feel privileged to have been the first person to touch it since it was lost or buried 4500
years ago, that’s a few years shy of the end of the Stone Age and around the same time Stonehenge was being
built.
I am hopeful this fascinating object will end up on display in
Cirencester museum so many more people can imagine the
history behind it and the stories it could tell.
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It wasn’t until some days later...
Contribution by NICK PANE
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Digging the dirt by Iain Macleod
PhD, BDS[Hons], FRCR, FDSRCSEd, DDRRCR, FHEA, FSAScot
Metal Detectorist & Retired NHS Consultant
Metal detecting is generally
considered a healthy pursuit. You are outside in the fresh air,
gently exercising in the middle of a field, far away from
anyone so how much safer can you be? Well, not necessarily
is the right answer and it’s not just Covid 19 or herds of
stampeding cows that you should be worried about. Cross
contamination occurs when harmful bugs move from one
object to another in other words, to you. It can be a very real
cause of illness. Insecticides and fungicides are also
frequently used in agriculture, further increasing the risks
but in this article let’s consider some of those possible
infection risks.
Cryptosporidiosis
Cryptosporidium is a parasite (a
tiny organism) that causes an infection called
cryptosporidiosis affecting people and farm animals and
is usually found in untreated water. Anyone can get
this, but it is most common in young children. For most
people, the illness is an unpleasant but self-limiting gut
infection, characterised by a watery diarrhoea. However, it
can be serious in people who have defective immune
systems. You can get cryptosporidiosis by drinking
contaminated water or by touching infected animal dung
and then putting your hands in your mouth or inadvertently
smearing it over your lunch!
Campylobacter
Contracted mainly from poultry. Most infected people
develop stomach ache, diarrhoea and a fever. It can take
up to 11 days after swallowing the bacteria before the
illness develops but it usually develops sooner. Anyone
can become infected with Campylobacter but it is more
common in men, young children and those aged over 65.

Escherichia coli
Escherichia coli (E.coli) is a type of bacteria
commonly found in human and animal
intestines, and forms part of the normal gut
flora (the bacteria that exist in the bowel).
There are a number of different types of E.
coli and while the majority are harmless
some can cause food poisoning or more
serious infection.
For example, E. coli is
a common cause of cystitis, an infection of
the bladder that occurs when there is a
spread of the bacteria from the gut to the
urinary system. Women are obviously more
susceptible to this. E. coli can cause
stomach ache and diarrhoea usually through
eating contaminated food.
Some E. coli strains produce toxins that can
cause severe illness. One common strain
called E. coli 0157 produces such toxins and
is usually responsible for the outbreaks that
you read about in the news.
The symptoms include severe stomach
cramps, vomiting, and diarrhoea that may
be bloody and can last up to seven days if
there are no complications, but it can be
severe and even life threatening.
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Lyme disease
Lyme disease is a bacterial infection that can be spread to humans by infected
ticks. It's usually easier to treat if diagnosed early. Many people with early
symptoms of Lyme disease develop a circular red skin rash around a tick bite.
However, the rash can appear up to 3 months after being bitten by a tick and it can
last for several weeks. Most rashes appear sooner.
Not everyone with Lyme disease gets the rash. Some
develop flu-like symptoms in the early stages, such as, a high temperature, or
feeling hot and shivery, headaches, muscle and joint pain, tiredness and loss of
energy.

Lyme disease photo - NHS

Up to one in five cases can get longer lasting symptoms, including arthritis, chronic
tiredness and sleep disturbance, even after antibiotic treatment.
Anthrax
Fortunately, now rare in the UK and predominantly a
disease of cattle and sheep. In humans anthrax symptoms begin with a flu-like
illness. This is then followed by breathing difficulties.
Direct contact with anthrax can cause raised
boil-like lesions on the skin which develop a black centre. This skin infection
normally responds to early treatment with antibiotics. If you inhale anthrax spores,
they can cause damage to the lungs, which is often fatal. Anthrax is spread when its
spores are inhaled, ingested, or come into contact with skin lesions. The spores can
survive for decades or even centuries in contaminated soil.

Anthrax

Tetanus
Tetanus is a serious but rare condition caused by
bacteria getting into a wound. Tetanus bacteria can survive for a long time
outside the body and are commonly found in soil contaminated with the manure of
animals such as horses and cows.
If the bacteria enter the body through a cut, they
can quickly multiply and release a toxin that affects the nerves, causing
symptoms such as muscle stiffness and severe spasms.
Insect bites
We all get bitten by midges, horse
flies and other biting insects which are mostly a local irritation and
nuisance. A great temptation with an itchy bite is to scratch it but remember
what your mum said “don’t.” She was quite right as they can become secondarily
infected and then become a real problem! Worse case scenario, septicaemia a
form of serious blood poisoning that can be fatal.

Leg of metal detectorist ( who
was wearing shorts) after being
bitten by an insect and now
secondary infected
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So what can you do to ensure you are safe?
With the exception of insect bites, you would be very, very unfortunate to contract any of the above while out
metal detecting but a few simple precautions can limit the possibility even more.

If you cut yourself, let it bleed and then clean it as soon as possible with soap and water, and cover with an
appropriate dressing. If deep or puncture type injury go to an A&E unit or your local GP as you may need a
tetanus booster.

Wear protective gloves [gardening type] when out detecting.

Clean your hands thoroughly before eating - washing preferably with soap and water but using a hand sanitiser
or hand wipe otherwise.
Avoid wearing shorts if out detecting in the countryside particularly in areas that might have deer roaming
[ticks!]
Generally keep good personal hygiene. Wash hands thoroughly when able to do so and after handling finds.
Remember that some finds such as lead are toxic and can be absorbed through the skin - so care in handling
and wash hands afterwards.
Equipment should be thoroughly cleaned after each session to prevent the transfer of harmful bacteria onto
food and to other detecting sites.
Stay well and safe everyone
Iain Macleod
PhD, BDS[Hons], FRCR, FDSRCSEd, DDRRCR, FHEA, FSAScot
Metal Detectorist & Retired NHS Consultant
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UPDATES FROM THE NCMD
We hope you are all getting out detecting and enjoying the cooler days we are now enjoying.
We, at the NCMD, have had an extremely busy last 6 months. In addition to representing your interests with the
Departments for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and keeping a close eye on the review of The Treasure Act
and the new farming act, the Environment Land Management Scheme (ELMS) we have been busy working on
lots of new initiatives.
Firstly, we are improving our communications.
We know you love Digging Deep, the NMCD magazine, so it will be relaunched very soon and will be dropping
into our members’ homes in December. We intend to supplement this with electronic newsletters to our
members throughout the year.
If you haven’t already it is worth following the NCMD Facebook group where we give general information to
everyone in the hobby, and we will be contributing much more to the hobby press with articles in this magazine.
Nearly 3000 people responded to our member survey which we sent out in the spring. It was a brilliant response
and has given us invaluable information across a range of areas. Amongst other things, we have been giving
feedback to Scotland’s Treasure Trove unit and the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS).
The PAS found your feedback invaluable regarding the reasons some detectorists don’t record their finds and
invited us to a video meeting with the Finds Liaison Officers to share it with them too. we are considering
setting up a working group to improve the recording process.
And finally, we are excited to announce a ‘pay back’ prize draw for our members this year.
We’ve all been hit by restrictions on our ability to enjoy our hobby this year, so we wanted to share some good
news and give our members something back. This year’s draw is a big one.
The 50 winners (yes you heard the right 50!!!!) will be announced in Digging Deep.
We are working on lots of other things too - but more news about those in the next addition of this magazine!
Happy Hunting
Kevin Gorman. General Secretary. NCMD
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BRONZE AGE SPEAR HEAD.
DEBORAH JOHNSON
It was a should I or shouldn't I moment. It was dark and damp
but I had a chance to go to London and visit the Thames,
before we all got locked down again. I need travel light so I only
took my pinpointer and trowel.
I knew it was going to be a low tide, so went out for a few
hours. I don't do well on a night larks, I can't see the areas of
the foreshore the same. A few nice finds were shining back at
me, a Light Dragoons button, an old nail and a five pence. I
carried on up the shore to see if any tell tale signs of clay pipes
were being exposed.
Looking down a round neck caught my eye but it wasn't a pipe
bowl it was meta. I took it to the water edge to clean it up. I
was so excited, then just as suddenly not. Remember Andy
from the detectorists, I wondered if my find was a spear head
or a railing, or even a curtain pole, but it just felt different.
I held it out in front of me, I didn't want to put in it my bag or
pocket. I was scared of break it, even though I'd just pulled it
out of the mud and washed it in the Thames.
So I held it all the way back to my room and then wrapped it up
safe to take home.
Still hoping it is.... My best find!

" THANK YOU FOR BEING SO HONEST".- RICKY GUY

I bought my Simplex way back when they first came out, haven't been able to use it
much due to no permissions so me and my partner decided to go camping in Wales
for a few nights break on arrival I cheekily asked the farm owner is there any
chance I can metal detect the fields surrounding?
Meant the Mrs got me out of her space too, so the next morning after doing
breakfast I decided to give it a go on one field. I had literally just walked through
the gate ground balanced the machine and boom a Lizzy 1st came up!! I ran over to
the farmer in next field to show him and to my surprise he said "keep it buddy keep
anything you find, and thank you for being honest and coming over
to show me" . I was well pleased my very first hammered coin I spent most of the
rain soaked morning on that field didn't find much else , just a pair of sixties
spectacles but I was so happy!
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CONTRIBUTION BY CHRIS LINTON

I’ve been lucky another to tick off some items from my bucket list.Ive got my
first decent roman coin Also had Hammered and a hoard and compared to
others I’ve still got a load more to add to that list not that I’m complaining. But
one of the most important finds for me and probably tops every other isn’t
worth a bean, to me though its priceless and probably the most craziest find il
ever dig from the ground.
About 20 years ago I had decided to do the grass verges near the beach on the
island I live on.The area in question was popular for dog
walkers and people just out to catch a sunset or out for a walk, so the council
in their wisdom had decided to put down a path right along the this stretch of
the island. So not an opportunity to miss i decided id detect around this area in
the process id found old bottles and some interesting key fobs one of which
had writing on Waverly hotel.

After finding old cutlery, Victorian coins and the usual odds and sods I headed home. I researched the name on the
key fob and had found out that the hotel had been completely destroyed during raids on my home town of Barrow-inFurness in April 1941 .Most of the blast debris most have been dumped along this verge so the next day I decided
to investigate the same area. After a couple of hours searching with coins coming from Victorian up to modern
finds I got a clear signal from the Garrat treasure ace 100 I was using at the time. So about 3 inches from the top of
the spoil heap id spotted what looked like a old Victorian penny at first glance .After cleaning and rubbing the dirt of
it became clear it was a token of some sort, it turned out to be a pay token.
I love finding items I can research and with a personal side to the story but this after seeing the name had just
blown me away. The name was Healey and the token after researching was from barrow docks. Now I know how
many Healey’s worked there in the fifties shunting freight wagons on the railway sidings.One being Bill Healey who
had served his national service in the Parachute regiment and in his late twenties went on to play in two Rugby
league Cup finals for his home town losing one and winning the other, he was also the landlord of the brit hotel
during the 70s The other Healey was his dad and my Granddad.
After nearly 4 decades id found my granddads or my uncles pay token from all them years ago. So for me that is
my all time amazing find.
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Contribution by THE DETECTING HUB TEAM
Ahhh good, I got your attention!
Now, my title has a little creative license in its wording, but I would like 5 minutes of your time to tell you about
forums dedicated to our hobby of metal detecting.I have been involved in forums for over 20 years now, mainly
gaming forums, but for the last 12 years it's been metal detecting forums.I have made many many good friends
through the forum.
Some I have never actually met in person, we just regularly talk through the private message system and some
on the phone or through emails...

But a few I have met in person, meeting up when we can.These are all friends that I would not have found and
made without the interaction of a forum.
We are unlikely to have ever met in the real world but we became friends because we are already in the virtual
company of many people who share the same passion and interest for our hobby. Even if you are shy or
awkward there’s the opportunity to build the level of friendships you feel comfortable with.Our forum, for
instance, has the whole spectrum of people.
Some are very new to the hobby and want to learn all things metal detecting, and we also have the experienced
folk who have been detecting since the 70’s and onwards.The willingness to help others in our detecting
community is humbling.
You can take a photo of your finds, make a new topic on a forum and often within minutes you will have
interaction from others.
Plus the added bonus is your topic and photos of your finds are always going to be on the internet, easy to find
again and always there for future reference or to be updated.The wealth of experience for identifying the bits
you have found is staggering. Plus you’ll also get advice on your machine settings, tips on researching your
permission, buying equipment and so on. It’s a great way to learn from others about our great hobby. And let’s
not underestimate the boost to your confidence from a “well done” or “nice find” when you share stories about
your finds or detecting day. We launched The Detecting Hub this summer to offer a modern and fresh looking
forum that’s easy to navigate and use and we’ve grown quickly into an active place. New to the hobby or
experienced detectorists are all welcome to come and join in, share stories, make friends, even find someone
close to your area to team up with and make it a more social occasion. It’s a relaxed, informal place with few
rules, just lots of friendly banter.
Go on you know you wanna take a look at www.thedetectinghub.co.uk
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The Beginners Guide .....

Have you Ever ?
by Catherine Lange
Have you ever just sat in a field and studied it? Desk research
gives you great information but even early estate maps for most
places go back no earlier than the 17th century. Proper modern
ordnance maps didn't start till the 19th century though so how
do you work out what was there before those dates? Lidar might
help locate hidden buildings and give us a good idea of old field
boundaries. Then there’s satellite images, these can give us
other clues through shadows and marks in the fields. All build a
picture of what has gone before.
But nothing, in my opinion, quite puts everything into perspective
and re-orders the jumble of clues into a clear picture rather than
being in a field and really looking at it. What do I mean? Let me
tell you a story and it might help explain. Up until the
introduction of cars everyone walked everywhere.
Obvious, I know! But if you were going to walk from A to B you’d
only be doing it because you had to and you’d take the easiest
route. In one of my permissions there’s a number of public paths
that links the village I have permission to detect in and the next
village, located on a hill above. But the current paths don’t really
make sense as they all go to one end of the village. None go
directly to either the church, the big house or the nucleus of the
village. I started to ponder why? The majority of the village was
demolished in the 17th century and the main road through it
wasn’t added until the 19th century. At some point I think the
main paths must have been lost, so how could I locate them?
Old aerial photos didn’t really help and the plough had removed
the other clues you could sometimes rely on. So what is left? I
took a break from detecting one day and was admiring the great
view of the next village through a gap in the hedge when I
suddenly a light went off. Yes the clear view was because the
hedge was weak there and the view was so good because it was
on a direct line to the next village. I turned around 180 degrees
and directly behind me was the church and another weak spot in
the hedge directly opposite. Duh! And yes the direct line
resulted in an Edward I penny and a Henry III cut half that day.

Sometimes other things set off a lightbulb. I’d
done some desk research on a new permission
and realised the land had weird contours.
There were no public paths although a lovely
path crossed the next field, typically not the
one I was in!!! I wasn’t that excited about this
field but I like to give every field a chance. I
use the first trip on any new permission to
orientate myself and get an idea of areas that
are noisier and quieter than others. This field
has little rubbish on the vast majority although
one area had lots of ‘big iron’ buzz and lots of
modern aluminium rubbish and one corner, an
area with a high iron buzz indicating a building.
Once I got home I went back to the maps and
flicked back through all the historic maps.
None showed any buildings but my curiosity
was piqued. A bit of delving found one map
with a black blob where the iron had been.
There was a building, but by 1840 it seems to
have gone.
So what next? I remembered a very clever lady
and seasoned detectorist telling me UK
buildings always had their entrance in the
south east side. My next trip concentrated on
that side of the hotspot. 10 minutes in I was
rewarded with a beautiful William III sixpence,
bent into a love token shape. A few feet away
was lovely early Victoria threepence and these
were soon added to with a few nice buttons
and buckles. I circled the rest of the building
hotspot but nothing else was found on the
other sides. cont'd
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have you ever .. cont'd
Contribution by CATHERINE LANGE
On another trip I’d been detecting for a couple of hours in
the same field and I again stopped to have a break. I
pondered where I’d go if I lived in this house. I thought
about that for a few minutes and I decided eventually that
I’d go in three directions. One towards the nearest part of
footpath in the next field and second the direct route to the
other end of it. It must be going to and from somewhere
mustn’t it? And thirdly on a ridge at the top end of the field
level with the house because that was the simplest route to
the spring in the field that sloped above the house site.
Over the next few trips each route rewarded me with
hotspots.
The first route resulted in a decent Elizabeth I sixpence and
an early 17th century buckle. The third route, on the ridge,
gave me a beautiful lead oval that was most likely a pipe
tamper end or a sort of medallion. Dated 1662 and
celebrating the marriage of Charles II and Catherine of
Braganza. There were quite a few copper coins too, sadly all
too far gone to be sure what monarch it was but I’m
guessing mainly 17th or 18th century, and other bits and
pieces including the arch and rowel from a post medieval
spur . Neither route led to a vast amount of finds so I guess
they could just be random losses, although there were few
other finds anywhere in this third of the field.
The third route, that crossed two thirds of this long field
towards the path at the far end, was by far the most
prolific, with lots of copper coins, a few 17th and 18th
century buckles, numerous plain pewter and domed plain
buttons and a large William III crown. Not a real one, as it
turned out, but a very good contemporary forgery. Again the
surrounding areas resulted in many other ‘good’ finds
although it does appear there was a good party in recent
times as lead seals from wine bottles, bottle caps and even
an odd champagne cage littered one area. Amongst that lot
I located a modern set of silver cufflinks from the 70s so
maybe that’s when the party took place!

So what am I trying to say?
Don’t forget to take breaks is a good starting
point I think! Na what I’m really saying is don’t
forget to stop and put yourself in the shoes of
those people who lived there a few hundred
years ago. Literally in their shoes. You’d be
visiting friends, going to work or church or going
to buy or sell food and other goods or just
gathering firewood or water, and you’d want to
do it in an efficient manner.

So next time you are in the field stop and think
and you might get a eureka moment too!

If you would like to be featured in the next
edition of The Detectorist click here to submit
your article, review, blog or photography
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I started to lose the excitement and got very
nervous and....well......it just felt like it wasn't
really happening. We'd found the
main hoard and it was in situ.
THE HOARD FINDER - FEATURE ARTICLE
Contribution by Darren Booth

The

Feature
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Remembering the day I found an early Roman Republic Hoard
Contribution by DARREN BOOTH
It was my club dig (HSS Mold) and we were in Shropshire
this particular day. The sun was out and there wasn't a
cloud in the sky. There were
pasture and stubble fields available for the day. I decided I
to head for the stubble as all my personal permissions are
pasture, so I fancied a change.
After the briefing, I made a tactical decision to go for the
small coil as I thought it would help get In-between the
stubble.
So I grabbed my Teknetics Eurotek Pro and set off on the
10 minute walk to the stubbled field. When I got there I
realised that the stubble was rotten and mostly flat. I
started detecting and with each swing I kept considering
going back to the car for my bigger coil, the 13" Cors strike.
I was getting disheartened because I didn't want to waste
time going to get it. I just wanted to crack on. As time went
on, I was walking further away from the
car and more up towards the higher ground. I had my first
signal which turned out to be a button, nothing great. Still
pondering about changing coils, I had
another signal, it sounded close to the surface so I moved
the soil by hand as it was all very loose. I saw it was silver
and round.
After brushing off the soil I couldn't believe it, my first
ever Roman coin, and it wasn't a grotty bronze......it was a
beautiful silver detailed coin. I immediately took a photo
and sent it to my wife, I was so excited.
I put the coin in my 'good finds' box, scraped the loose
soil back in the hole and another appeared from the spoil, I
couldn't believe my eyes and muttered a swear word to
myself. I got my finds box out of my
pocket to make sure I hadn't dropped it and yep...... I'd
found two! I again messaged my wife lol.
I searched the immediate area but couldn't find another
signal. I moved a few feet away and got another signal. I
scraped the soil away and there was another coin, again I
messaged my wife and said I have found 3
now, and said this is looking hoardy.
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I searched around and all of a sudden there were signals
everywhere. I looked around and there was a couple
detecting not far away so I just tried to act normal so I
didn't draw attention to myself. I phoned the club
chairman who runs the digs and told him I had found 3
silver Roman coins within a few feet of each other and
that there were plenty more signals dotted around
reading around the same on my detector. So I stayed put
until he came over. We then taped off an area then
started digging up the targets.
We were turning over coin after coin, all silver denarius
in nice condition. Some were worn but
I guess these were the ones that had been rolling around
loose for a while.
After about an hour, people started noticing that we had
been in the same place for a while now. They were
Coming over to see what all the commotion was about.
As it was a club dig and we all knew each other, we
decided to get everyone involved and we all started
finding them and piling them up on a ground sheet.
cont'd

Cont'd ..Remembering the day I found an early Roman Republic Hoard
Contribution by DARREN BOOTH

Eventually the signals started getting less and less.....
until someone with an Equinox got a big deep signal. He
told me to to dig it as it was my hoard. And what I saw
was mind blowing, I started to lose the excitement and
got very nervous and....well......it just felt like it wasn't
really happening. We'd found the main hoard and it was
in situ.
We photographed it, recorded the grid reference and
covered it back up, we didn't touch it.
We called the local FLO but unfortunately he couldn't
come for another week. So we secured the site, alerted
the landowner and carried on detecting around looking
for any coins that may have been scattered by the
plough. A week later came and excavated the hoard and
a selected few of us were allowed to attend. It was an
absolute fantastic experience.
We found sixty odd on the dig day and about another 15
scattered ones on the excavation day. We are not
currently sure on the total amount as the main hoard is
in the British Museum waiting to be worked on. I'm
not expecting anymore than 120-130 in total. But wow
what a day that was, for everyone.
To witness and to hold a coin that was last touched by
the depositor around 2000 years ago. The oldest coin
that I've managed to get an ID on So far is 132bc.
I had only been detecting for 3 years when I found this
hoard, and what a 3 years it has been. I have found
Tudor hammered coins, a gold George II Half Guinea and
now a hoard. Metal detecting is a fantastic hobby,
not only do you get out in the fresh air and see some
beautiful scenery, but we get to unearth some fantastic
pieces of history. If it wasn't for us detectorists, these
coins and artefacts would be lost or even worse,
destroyed forever.
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My Journey back to metal detecting !
Contribution by LEONARD JACKMAN

After retiring from work in 2017 and needing a hobby, I decided
to take up metal detecting once more. This decision indirectly
led to my 15 minutes of fame with the discovery, in a margarine
tub, of a statue of the goddess Minerva.

This is a very important find of around 2000 years old. It has
been recorded on the PAS (Oxon-7B00CD). In turn, this led to an
invitation to the Treasure Launch at the British Museum which
was a wonderful experience. I have since gone on to find
various other artefacts and coins, including a scattered hoard
of Roman siliqua, which is still in the treasure process, no doubt
delayed due to the current COVID pandemic.

I have owned various detectors over the last few years. My
latest ones are an Equinox 600 and an XP Deus. They are
both good detectors and have their own uses – for example the
deus is good for using on steep banks as it is lightweight,
whereas the Equinox 600 seems like a magnet for the smaller
coins such as cut quarters, small hammered coins and small
Roman coins.

I am fortunate enough to have a good relationship with my
llandowner who is always interested in my finds and allows me
freedom to detect his land throughout the
year.
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“Well that’s a waste of time and fuel then!”
A DEAD FIELD
Contribution by JOHN FRENCH

“Well that’s a waste of time and fuel
then!” said my friend as we drove past
the last field on our permission, every one fully in crop, or set aside as high
as an Elephant’s eye as they say, I replied ‘there is always the first field with
the sugar beet on’ which was just visible as fine green lines disappearing to
the horizon, “really?” said my chum, “we’ve tried that a few times and zero, it’s a
dead field” I replied ‘after a 60mile round trip we had to give it a go’ about an hour in and the field was acting
like the dead field he suggested, I was thinking nobody had ever flown over it never mind walked on it when my
mate rang my mobile “any luck?” ‘no I replied, you?’
“Yeah just had a hammered penny on the slope here, try over here” I looked up the hill to a very uninspiring ridge
ahead, but decided to wander over his way, about twenty feet from him I got a good signal, turning a clod out
between the beet I went to split the soil in handfuls over the coil (what’s probe?) when I felt the edge of a coin in
my palm, bloody hell a Groat!

Wait until I show him this, two more steps and two strong bleeps in the same sweep, 1 and 2 both Groats, I
was stunned, 3 groats in as many minutes, my friend shouted across “getting signals at last?” ‘err yes’ I
shouted back, ‘3 groats!!’ “Yeah of course you have” he shouted, ‘no really’ I replied, just as my machine went
off like a machine gun “Brr brr brr brrrrrrrrrrr” I looked over at my chum and shouted ‘here, right there it’s a
hoard!’ He wandered nearer as I put my spade in and the clod tipped over with silver discs like new potatoes
spilling out, Groats, pennies, half Groats mixed together in a glorious jumble, a sight I will never forget, my
friend said “hold on, hold on, stop, just stop, we may never have this moment again, take your time and just
enjoy the moment!” too late I had already linked my arm through his and grinning at him we danced in the
sugar beet like a couple of crazy school kids instead of a pair of old duffers with 120 years between us!
With the coins being loose and scattered and no obvious signs of pottery nearby, we scoured the area for
hours, finding straggler after straggler, until we finally called on the landowner to show him what we had
found, and that we now needed to contact the authorities, this was done and soon we met up with the
Archaeologist on site, and found even more coins with him on the day, in all there was just on 500 silver
hammered, including around 220 pennies, the rest Groats and half Groats, ranging from Edward II to Henry VI
all silver, not a whiff of gold, over ten years on and I still hope for the pot of Nobles to go with it, but am I
searching for something that isn't there?
Well we all could be guilty of that.
But in the end.... not a bad day on a dead field!
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A HOARD UNEARTHED
Contribution by
CHRIS LINTON

“Back in January 2020 on a beautiful misty morning I arrive late as usual to another Unearthed UK dig. After
getting my Nox 800 set up, snatching a quick bite from my bait box I set off to catch
the tail end of the days briefing .This was my second visit with Unearthed uk to this particular farm which had
already produced many finds from Roman, medieval to modern day coins and artefacts. I'd had a roman lead
weight and a love token from this site so I was itching to get searching. After about a hour of searching I
decided to move on to another field .As I was heading towards my intended search area I could see that the
field was pretty much empty and after talking to a few of the group coming of the field the same message was
being heard.

"Fields quiet mate, not much going on in there."
Just before I got to the field gate I'd bumped into the dig organiser’s Graeme and Mel.
After talking to Graeme he had mentioned a Piel
tower had been situated in the field and that he was
sure something pretty special would come up off
there.
So after that chat it is back to all systems so off
went had a signal but turned out to be a button. Ten
minutes later I hear a signal and it was coming in at
14 on the Nox, put the coil other again two way
signal.
About 4 inches down my third ever hammered find in
over 25 years of detecting, and in brilliant condition.
Chuffed to bits I check the hole is empty and refill it.
Within a sweep of the coil another signal and another
hammered. And again I’m thinking hoard then I'm
thinking no that be the last one. After three more
hammered coins I got in touch with Graeme Rushton
to inform him that I’d found a hoard. By the time he
and Mel had arrived the count was on to 14 silver
Edward hammered. With help from friends from this
group who helped recover the rest of this scattered
hoard from an area the size of a tennis court!
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A HOARD UNEARTHED
cont'd
·
60 Edward silver pennies and 1 John Brabant silver penny were saved from the plough’s blades and are
now going though the treasure act process. Amazing feeling to experience finding a hoard like this
and is still something I’m immensely grateful to have had the opportunity and thanks to the group
members of Unearthed uk ,Tat Taylor who gave advice on the Equinox settings and Graeme and Mel
who organised these brilliant events.
I learned from this experience slow and low always pays dividends and I now always dig single signals
if the target id is pretty much steady on the Nox. And hammered came up between 12 and 19
depending on depth and angle.also the Equinox 800 is brilliant on Pasture.
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I jumped at the chance.
By Instagram @mudfacegirl
May 2017, Mary Beard went to Shropshire to give a talk on the Romans. I was asked by the history group in that
area who had arranged for Mary to entertain us all that evening if I would get involved. I was asked to put on a
display of some of my Roman finds for members of the public to look at. I jumped at the chance. As the
audience arrived they all shuffled past me and most just glanced over to me and didn't really take much notice of
the coins and artefacts laying behind the glass display cabinets. They went to take their seats and all had their
backs to me and were facing the stage. I saw Mary Beard arrive, I caught her eye and waved her over. I had taken
my books she wrote, and hoped
before she got busy , I would ask her if she would sign them. She did, and that made me happy. She then pulled
up a chair, sat with a glass of red wine, and looked at my finds. It was a rather special
moment to have Mary Beard, looking at my Roman coins and having a one to one with her , as she told me stories
of the Emperor's on my coins.
During her talk , nearer the end , she told the audience that I had some interesting Roman artefacts and coins on
display at the back of the room. Most of the audience came to take and look at what i had found.
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